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Europe and Asia have a long common history that has attracted a large amount of attention
lately. Not only did European colonial powers build vast empires in the "Far East" but Asian
migrants also came to Europe. The conference aims to bring together new research on Asian
migration to Europe and to combine global, national and local perspectives. Different case
studies on Asian migrants will explore the role of European hubs for transnational networks
and communities on the one hand and European responses on the other. Despite their
generally small numbers, migrants from Asia often played a crucial role in the formation of
national migration regimes. Although Europe was located at the margin of Asian migration,
this experience clearly elucidates patterns of global migration. Given the fact that Asian
migrants had a strong symbolic significance that embodied the global migrant, it is clear that
historical research has to consider the literal bodies of these migrants into account by focusing
on gender as well as ethnicity.

___________________________________________________________________________

Programme:

9.00 Opening (HS 389)
9.15-10.00 Key Note Speech: Dirk Hoerder (Arizona/USA), Global Labour Migration and

Transnational Communities

Asians in European Eyes

10.00-10.45 Werner Schwarz (Vienna/A), Asians in the Völkerschauen of the 19th Century

BREAK

Trade – Harbour – Cities 1900-1950

11.00-11.45 Lars Amenda (Osnabruck/GER), Maritime Labour and Chinese Migration in
Continental Europe, 1890-1950

11.45-12.30 John Seed (Roehampton/UK), Chinatown and the London Docks 1900-1940



BREAK

Asian Labour Migrants in Europe 1950-2009

14.00-14.45 Bruce Leimsidor (Venice/IT), Migrants from Afghanistan in Italy
14.45-15.30 Gertrud Hüwelmeier (Berlin/GER) Transnational Vietnamese in Germany

BREAK

15.45-16.30 Bernhard Fuchs (Vienna/A), Migrants from India in Austria
16.30-17.15 Teresa Burian (Salzburg/A), Filipinos and Filipinas in Austria
17.15-18.00 Thomas Herdin (Salzburg/A), China: going global
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